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Legacy Tree Self-Guided Tour 
Take a walk among some of the largest and oldest hard-
woods left anywhere east of the Mississippi. Some of 
these giants are nearing 300 years in age. The tour begins 
at the exhibit area where you will pick up the white 
marked trail. You may walk the entire trail, 3.5 miles,  
or walk parts of it. Legacy Trees are trees set aside for 
future generations, and are marked with a yellow Legacy 
sign. This trail ranges from easy to difficult. If you are an 
avid hiker and/or nature lover, all or some of this trail is a 
must. Trail is open 9:00 until dusk. 
 
Annie’s Guest House 
Take a stroll over to Annie’s Place just a few yards south 
of the exhibit area, right of the prairie. Walk among the 
flower gardens and waterfall, or just take a stroll through 
Annie’s house. The old outbuildings are still in place, 
and they speak of a much slower and peaceful time. 
Open 9:00 until dusk. 
 
Flower and Water Garden Tour 
This trail is marked in blue. From the exhibit area you 
may first want to check out the gardens at Annie’s Place . 
Then follow the blue marked trail, 0.4 miles from exhibit 
area, or take the shuttle over to Ancestor Acres. Once 
you arrive, you most certainly will hear the waterfalls 
before you see them. We encourage you to walk around 
the water features and flower beds. There will be family/
friends on hand to help with any questions you may have. 
Tour is open 9:00 until dusk. 
 
Crop Tree Management 
Learn how to facilitate your timber growth by releasing 
your crop trees — the most valuable trees. See an area 
that was treated in 2006 and again in 2009. Follow the 
red trail 0.3 mile from the exhibit area. The trail is very 
easy to walk. Times are at 9:00 and 2:00. 
 
Timber Marking 
When harvesting timber you will want to know which 
method is best for your situation. Learn the ins and outs 
of several harvesting methods. From the exhibit area, 
follow the green trail 0.2 mile. This is a very easy trail to 
walk. Times are 10:15 & 12:30. 
 
Wildlife Management 
Take a tour with a wildlife biologist through various  
reforested plots, edges, and food plots. Learn how to  
attract/facilitate multiple species of wildlife on your own 
property. Tour leaves from the exhibit area at 9:30 and 
12:30. Tour will follow a very easy-to-walk, one-mile 
trail. 
 

Direct Seeding 
Tired of paying too much for tree seedlings, or not happy 
with the quality of the seedlings you purchased? Then 
this demonstration may be for you. Watch local tree 
farmers use seeds to reforest. Learn the techniques 
needed to successfully reforest with seeds, not seedlings. 
Follow the green trail markers from the exhibit area. 
Easy to walk, flat, 0.5 mile trail. Demonstrations are 
given at 10:15, 12:30, & 3:00. A must-see if you are 
planning on reforesting hardwoods soon. 
 
Reforestation/Plantation Management 
Check out a hardwood plantation that was planted in 
1990 & 1991. Learn what is needed to ensure a healthy 
and vibrantly growing young forest. Grape vine control 
and crop tree release began in 2006. Come and see this 
young stand of red and white oak along with volunteer 
cherry and poplar. Tour is a very short walk from the 
exhibit area. Follow the green trail 0.2 mile to sign. 
Times are at 9:00 & 1:15. 
 
Ohio Natural Prairie 
It has been reported that Ohio was roughly 97% trees 
when the first Europeans set eyes on her. If you ever 
wondered what was growing on the other 3%, then you 
may find these late summer grasses and forbes (flowering 
prairie plants) very interesting. Learn about the niche that 
prairies occupy in the environment, and how to plant one. 
Times are 9:00, 11:00, & 3:00. 
 
Small Sawmill Demonstrations 
There will be two sawmill demonstrations: one will be 
next to the exhibit area, 0.2 mile walk; and the other will 
be located in a mature pine grove above the log cabin 
(see map). Both mills will be turning salvaged logs into 
useful lumber. These demonstrations will be going on all 
day except from noon to 1:00. 
 
Directional Felling 
Watch a directional felling demonstration. Learn the 
safety behind directional felling and the benefits to  
the surrounding trees from the decreased chance of dam-
age. From the exhibit area, follow the green trail 1.5 
miles, or take the shuttle to Ancestor Acres, and then the 
shuttle to the covered bridge. Let me make a suggestion 
— if at all possible, walk the trail down to the covered 
bridge, take in the timber salvage projects, horse logging, 
sawmill demo, and after you are finished with directional 
felling then take the shuttle back up. Demonstration will 
be going on all day except from noon to 1:00. 
 
 
 

Topics, Demos & Tours 

#1 –  200 year old Red Oak on right of trail 
 
#2 –  110 year old Tulip Poplar on right of trail 
 
#3 –  225 year old Red Oak on left of trail 
 
#4 –  215 year old Red Oak on the right of trail. As you start up 

the hill the lower part of the slope is Beech and turns to 
Oak/Hickory. 

 
#5 –  215 year old Shagbark Hickory is on the left of the trail. It 

is located at the head of an old spring that family members 
used while working in the fields above.  

 
#6 –  200 year old White Oak on the right. You are now entering 

the area we refer to as Big Oak Alley. 
 
#7 –  250 year old White Oak on the right of trail 
 
#8 –  300 year old White Oak on the right. This is the largest /

oldest White Oak on the farm. 
 
#9 –  170 year old Red Oak on the right of trail. Ten yards to the 

left you will see a big Black Oak and Red Oak side by side. 
 
#10 – 220 year old White Oak on the right. Please protect the 

moss growing on the trees by not disturbing it. 
 
#11 – 210 year old White Oak on the left of trail 
 
#12 – 230 year old White Oak on the left. Take a look at all the 

Red Oaks in this area. 
 
#13 – 205 year old White Oak on the left 
 
#14 – 280 year old Pignut Hickory is on the left of the trail. 

Hickories grow at a slower rate than most of our hard-
woods. Take a look at all the Oaks around this Hickory. 

 
#15 – White Oak Brothers are on your right. Big Brother is 230 

and Little Brother is 190. 
 
#16 – 190 year old Red Oak on the right of trail. You are now 

leaving Big Oak Alley. 
 
#17 – 162 year old Beech on the right of trail. Read dates and 

names on the tree. Great-Great Grandfather signed this tree 
in 1925. 

 
#18 – 285 year old Red Oak on right of trail leaning over the  

ravine. You will now head up to the cabin where you can 
view timber salvage, horse logging, directional felling, 
sawmill, pine utilization. 

 
#19 – 240 year old Red Oak on the right of trail 
 
#20 – Red Oak Brothers are on the left of trail. Big Brother is 240 

and Little Brother is 220. 

#21 – 110 year old Poplar on left as you pass through the covered 
bridge. Pause a spell and take in all the large hardwoods 
growing here. 

 
#22 – 225 year old Red Oak on the right. Enjoy the walk up the 

point. We feel this is one of the most beautiful spots on the 
farm. 

 
#23 – The Old Hollow Tree on left of trail. Tree is five feet in 

diameter. There have been 15 fifth grade students inside 
this tree all at once. 

 
#24 – 200 year old Red Oak on left of trail 
 
#25 – 220 year old Red Oak on left of trail 
 
#26 – 240 year old Red Oak on left of trail. Check out its twisted 

top. Just past here are some moss covered rocks where you 
can sit a spell and listen to the sounds of nature. 

 
#27 – 300 year old Red Oak. This is the largest Red Oak on our 

farm. Tree has survived a lightning strike. Path leads across 
the stream. 

 
#28 – 220 year old White Oak on right of trail. Lots of big Oaks 

and Beech are in this area. 
 
#29 – 205 year old White Ash on left. Tree has been showing 

effects of Ash Decline for many years now. 
 
#30 – 240 year old Red Oak on left 
 
#31 – 204 year old White Oak on right. Look around at the big 

pocket of White Oaks here. 
 
#32 – 318 year old Beech den tree is on the left. Just think how 

much wildlife this tree has fed and housed over the years. 
 
#33 – 204 year old Beech on left 
 
#34 – 225 year old White Oak on left. Look to your right to see a 

185 year old White Oak. 
 
#35 – 215 year old White Oak. Trail makes a sharp left here. 
 
#36 – 175 year old Red Oak on left 
 
#37 – Grove of Poplar trees are on your left. They average around 

75 years old. 
 
#38 – 160 year old Shagbark Hickory is on the right. You are now 

entering the Hickory Grove. 
 
#39 – 180 year old Shagbark Hickory on left 
 
#40 – 150 year old Black Walnut on left 

Legacy Tree Tour Guide 
 

The estimated age of the trees were determined using the ODNR growth factor,  
and knowledge gained by aging old growth trees salvaged after the 2004 ice storm  

on our tree farm. The quality of life these trees add to our lives is priceless! Have fun and enjoy! 



Timber Salvage Projects 
Check out the covered bridge, woodshed, and log cabin 
all made from lumber and logs salvaged off the farm. 
Talk to the builders about some of the frontier methods 
used. From the exhibit area, follow the green trail 1.3 
miles. An easy walk down, then catch the shuttle out. 
Projects may be viewed all day. 
 
Mature Pine Utilization 
Do you have or know someone that has a mature pine 
grove? What options are there when marketing them? 
What about the hardwoods that may be growing in them? 
If any of these questions interest you, then you may want 
to pay this station a visit. From the exhibit area, follow 
the green trail 1.4 miles down, then catch the shuttle  
out. Make sure you take in the horse logging, sawmill, 
directional felling, and timber salvage projects while 
down there. Times are 10:00 & 1:15. 
 
Horse Logging 
Come and see it done the old fashioned way and see the 
minimal impact horses have on the land. From the exhibit 
area, follow the green trail 1.4 miles down, then catch the 
shuttle out. Demonstration will be going on all day  
except from noon to 1:00. 
 
Project Learning Tree 
Come see and experience what the Project Learning Tree 
(PLT) Environmental Education program activities have 
to offer youth of all ages. Get a taste of some of the  
hundreds of PLT activities, available to educators, that 
use the forest as the window into the natural world. You 
may be part of a “Tree Factory,” create your own “Tree 
Cookies” or explore “Every Tree For Itself” and much 
more! PLT sessions begin at the exhibit area. Sampler of 
PLT lessons provided. Times are 10:00 & 1:00. 

Pond Study, Stream Study, Tree ID, Insect ID,  
Edible/Non-Edible Woodland Plants, Project  
Learning Tree & Fur Bearer Trapping 
These environmental stations are planned for kids and 
adults alike. Stations are all hands on and designed to 
engage the participant into learning. Instructors are local 
educators, topic experts, and FFA students. Research 
indicates that children who spend time in nature become 
adults who appreciate nature. Each station will meet and 
leave from the exhibit area, or may be reached by taking 
the appropriate trail or shuttle. See map and schedule for 
more details. 
 
Tree Trimmer 
See a tree trimming demonstration in Annie’s backyard. 
See how professional trimmers trim and shape trees close 
to buildings. Times are at 11:00 & 2:00. 
 
Dry Kiln 
See a very basic and simple way to kiln-dry your own 
lumber. The kiln is located on the west end of the parking 
area. Self-guided tour. 

For advice on trails or demonstrations,  
please ask one of our volunteers wearing 

a tan colored 2009 Tree Farm Tour T-shirt. 



Hunter Family Tree Farm 
12061 TR 252, Glenmont, OH 44628 

www.naturesretreat.net 
 
September 26, 2009 
 
On behalf of our family, past and present, we welcome you to our ancestral tree farm. We 
are honored to have you here today. We hope your visit will be enjoyable and beneficial. 
 
In 1875, family members began purchasing land in western Holmes County on a ridge top 
that is now known as Mitten Ridge. Today you will walk and visit presentations on 150 of 
the 384 acres that make up the Family Tree Farm. 
 
Each tree farm has its own brand of uniqueness. Today’s tour will highlight three distinct 
aspects of our tree farm. The first and probably most obvious is the multigenerational  
character of our farm. We are the sixth generation to be privileged to live on this farm. The 
Legacy Tree Trail will showcase some of the largest, oldest and most aesthetically pleasing 
trees on the farm. These old-growth trees are the living link that connects the family tree 
farmers of the past with the present, and the present to the future. 
 
The second focus of our tree farm features multiple family projects. We have spent months 
and years working together as a family on these projects. Many hours of quality family time 
have been spent and enjoyed in these efforts. Today you can tour more than 50,000 trees that 
have been planted. Other efforts you will see include TSI work, Annie’s Place Guest House, 
water gardens, a log cabin, a covered bridge, and miles of trails. 
 
The third element of note is the farm tour itself. We relish each opportunity to share our 
family farm with anyone who has an interest in nature and her bounty. For 15 years we  
have been honored to host field trips for school children, garden and farm tours, weddings, 
concerts and various other groups. Since our heart is in teaching, we have especially enjoyed 
the hundreds of students who have come to learn about their environment through hands on 
learning here on the farm. From our perspective, there is no greater calling than inspiring 
our youth to become good, knowledgeable stewards of the land they will someday inherit. 
 
We are simply borrowing the land from the next generation. May we never quench our thirst 
for knowledge so that we may leave the land better than we found it. 
 
To the tree farm committee, sponsors, volunteers, presenters, and all those who helped with 
this event, we thank you. Your time, effort and expertise are greatly appreciated. Sharing 
what you have with others is what makes a place unique and special. 
 
Thank you, again, for coming today. 
 
The Bob Hunter Family 

Time Topic Presenter 
9 to 12 & 1 to 4 Timber Salvage Project Bob Hunter/Cody Hunter 
9 to 12 & 1 to 4 Horse Logging Henry V. Raber – Sharp Turn Lumber 
9 to 12 & 1 to 4 Band Saw Mill Sawing Lumber Aden Yoder / Henry Raber 
9:00 to 10:00 Furbearer Trapping Local Ohio Trapper 

9:00 to 10:00 Crop Tree Management Jim McKinney – McKinney Woodland Mgmt 

9:00 to 10:00 Reforestation/Plantation Mgmt. Cotton Randall – ODNR Service Forester 

9:00 to 10:00 Ohio Natural Prairie Ohio Prairie Specialist 

9:00 to 10:00 Tree ID Dave Woodring / West Holmes FFA 

9:30 to 11:00 Wildlife Mgmt. Dan McMillen (DOW) / Marne Titchenell (OSU) 

9:45 to 10:45 Directional Felling Randy Clum - Clum Consulting Forestry 

9:45 to 10:45 Stream Study Michelle Wood –Holmes SWCD 

10:00 to 10:45 Mature Pine Utilization Jim Bishop – MWCD Forester 

10:15 to 11:15 Direct Seeding Hochstetler Family – Tiverton Timber 

10:15 to 11:15 Edible/Non-Edible Woodland Plants West Holmes FFA 

10:15 to 11:30 Timber Marking Jed Coldwell (Consultant) / Jeremy Scherf (ODNR) 

10:15 to 11:15 Insect Identification OSU Extension/Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist 

11:00 to noon Tree ID Dave Woodring/West Holmes FFA 
11:00 to noon Ohio Natural Prairie Ohio Prairie Specialist 
11:00 to noon Furbearer Trapping Local Ohio Trapper 
11:00 to noon Tree Trimming Marvin R. Yoder – Yoder Tree Service 
12:30 to 2:00 Wildlife Mgmt. Dan McMillen (DOW) / Marne Titchenell (OSU) 

12:30 to 1:30 Direct Seeding Hochstetler Family – Tiverton Timber 

12:30 to 1:45 Timber Marking Jed Coldwell/Jeremy Scherf 

12:30 to 1:15 Pond Study Lindsey Hunter – Hunter Tree Farm 

1:15 to 2:00 Stream Study Michelle Wood – Holmes SWCD 
1:15 to 2:00 Directional Felling Randy Clum – Clum Consulting Forestry 
1:15 to 2:15 Reforestation/Plantation Mgmt. Cotton Randall – ODNR Service Forester 
1:15 to 2:15 Mature Pine Utilization Jim Bishop – MWCD Forester 
2:00 to 3:00 Crop Tree Mgmt. Jim McKinney – McKinney Woodland Mgmt. 

2:00 to 3:00 Tree Trimming Marvin R. Yoder – Yoder Tree Service 

2:00 to 3:00 Edible/Non-Edible Woodland Plants Dave Woodring/West Holmes FFA 

2:00 to 3:00 Insect Identification OSU Extension/Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist 

2:00 to 3:00 Pond Study Lindsey Hunter – Hunter Tree Farm 

3:00 to 4:00 Direct Seeding Hochstetler Family – Tiverton Timber 
3:00 to 4:00 Tree ID West Holmes FFA 
3:00 to 4:00 Ohio Natural Prairie Ohio Prairie Specialist 

10:00 to 11:00 Project Learning Tree Education Activities PLT-Ohio Facilitator 

1:00 to 2:00 Project Learning Tree Education Activities PLT-Ohio Facilitator 

2009 Ohio Tree Farm Tour Schedule of Events 

For the location of all events, please check the map on the back cover. 
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